EDITORIAL POLICIES  by unknown
JOURNAL OF
VASCULAR SURGERY
EDITORIAL POLICIES
SCOPE OF THE JOURNAL
The Journal of Vascular Sut;gery is dedicated to
the science and art of vascular surgery and aims to
improve the management of patients with vascular
diseases by publishing relevant papers that report
important medical advances, test new hypotheses,
and address current controversies. To achieve this
goal, the Journal will publish original clinical and
laboratory studies and reports and papers that com-
ment on the social, economic, ethical, legal, and
political factors that relate to these aims.
PEER REVIEW
Principles of peer review
Objectives. The purpose ofpeer review is to help
ensure that the published papers are of the highest
quality by (1) advising the editors on the originality
of the work, its importance relative to what has
already been published in the current literature, its
relevance to the objectives of the Journal, its scien-
tific creditability, and its acceptability for publica-
tion, given the space that is available; and (2) by
suggesting changes and providing advice and assis-
tance to the authors on important aspects that may
improve their manuscript.
Fairness. The success ofpeer review requires that
all reviewers exercise careful scientific judgment, be
impartial and equitable, and form a balanced view of
the content of each manuscript. There is no formu-
la that can guide the reviewers in this task, apart
from the requirement to be objective and fair.
Confidentiality. All documents and information
provided for the purpose of peer review must be
kept entirely confidential. Unauthorized access to
papers must be prevented by storing them in a
secure manner. The documents must not be shared
with other colleagues. If a reviewer wishes to seek a
colleague's opinion on the scientific merit of a man-
uscript, the Editors must be consulted first, and the
colleague must adhere to the same standards ofcon-
fidentiality.
The manuscript must not be photocopied. When
the review is completed, the documents must be
destroyed or returned to the Journal office.
Any inquiries received by individual reviewers
about a manuscript should be referred to the
Editors.
Conflict of interest. The decisions of the
Editors must be fair and objective and they must
be seen to be impartial. Because the final decision
on publication rests with the Editors, their deci-
sions must not be influenced by the Joint Council
ofThe Society for Vascular Surgery and the North
American Chapter of the International Society for
Cardiovascular Surgery, the affiliated vascular
societies, or representatives of companies, adver-
tisers, government, or others who have conflicts of
interest.
Reviewers must decline to review any manuscript
applications with which they may have a conflict of
interest and should avoid reviewing any manuscript
if circumstances exist that could be viewed as affect-
ing their impartiality. For example, a reviewer
should not review a manuscript submitted by a close
personal friend, individuals from his or her institu-
tion, individuals with whom the reviewer has collab-
orated, or a scientist with whom the reviewer has
had long-standing scientific or personal differences.
When the reviewer is uncertain as to whether a con-
flict exists, he or she should inform the Editor of the
circumstances and the Editor will make the final
decision.
The peer review process. Fewer than half of the
manuscripts received by the Journal can be pub-
lished. The editors and reviewers, by providing
prompt and authoritative review, aim to optimize
the quality of the published papers.
All submitted manuscripts are reviewed initially
by the Editor-in-Chief, Senior Editor, and/or an
Associate Editor. A submission may be rejected out-
right if at least two of the Editors conclude that it
does not have sufficient merit to warrant publica-
tion.
Other manuscripts will be sent to two or three
members of the editorial board or to other expert
consultants for external peer review. The identities
of these reviewers are kept confidential. Reviewers
are asked to give the editors a confidential opinion
on the importance, originality, and scientific merit
of the manuscript; rank its importance relative to
what has already been published in the medical lit-
erature; and suggest changes that will improve the
paper.
A formal statistical review will be obtained to
ensure that the study population was clearly defined,
that the design ofthe study was suitable, that appro-
priate statistical methods were used, and that the
subsequent conclusions were supported by the data
and their analysis.
If two manuscripts are received on the same sub-
ject, unless both can be accommodated in the
Journal, priority in the review process will be given
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